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the discourse with frequent expressions of "Of course, my
dear, I do not believe it." Lady Palmerston heard her
patiently to the bitter end, then, looking her full in the
face, replied, " Oh, my dear, you say you do not believe
a word of it. Well, if you only knew Palmerston half as
well as I do, you'd know he is QUITE capable of it/' And
this was all the encouragement the true friend received for
her kindly information.

Thus, together with a goodly number of friends that my
father and mother had in the Navy and in politics, I had
a very good time during my last year in England. This,
as preparation for an Indian exile, was perhaps hardly
healthy, I never really liked the change in my prospects,
and rny parents' belief that India was <c a most excellent
place" never quite reassured me. Neither my father nor
my mother, nor indeed any of my own immediate family,
were ever in India, save my second brother, who served
there with his regiment, and their ideas of the delights of
the country were presumably founded on the length of the
purses of the old nabobs who lived in our neighbourhood.
There was indeed a legend current in the schoolroom that
my father, after living on salt junk for six months, had
arrived with his ship in Bombay harbour, where his elder
brother was then the Governor, and that he had promptly
been carried off to Government House by two aides-de-
camp, where he had been fed for a fortnight on pAte de foie
gra$9 champagne, and other luxuries, by which he naturally
became impressed with the many excellences of India, But
the dates of my father's commissions do not support this
legend. Though the training I had received did not make
, me ever take quite kindly to India, still it had this advan-
tage, that it left me with some knowledge of Continental and
home life, and gave me, moreover, some political friends
with whom I kept in touch during my whole service in,
India, and whom I constantly saw on my return home on
leave. When then eventually, after my full service, I had
to leave India, I did not return to the Continent and to